
Report of District 4 Service/ Status of Women Committee (Canada) 

to the May 2012 District Board Meeting 

Progress on Responsibilities 

1. Promotion of District Project 

There is no question that the Canadian clubs in District 4 have engaged enthusiastically with the district project during 

this biennium.  Every Canadian club in the district has been involved with birthing kits, if not holding their own assembly 

days, partnering with another Zonta club or clubs, providing finances, supplies and people power for the assembly.  It is 

quite remarkable that since the decision was made to have birthing kits as the district project over 19,100 kits have been 

assembled by the Canadian clubs and sent to programs in developing countries.  By the end of June that number will 

exceed 20,000!  We could not have asked for greater support for a district project. 

It is unfortunate that at the spring workshop it was not possible to celebrate this achievement.   

In assembling birthing kits, these clubs are not thinking solely of improving the safety of each of the 60,000 individuals 

that these kits will involve (20,000 new mothers, 20,000 newborn and 20,000 birth attendants) but they are finding that 

this project is assisting their Zonta club in achieving other goals as well: publicity for the club, partnerships with other 

community organizations, a very meaningful hands-on service project for members (they feel they are making a 

difference), many opportunities for social interaction of Zonta members, finding prospective club members and the list 

goes on. 

As District Service Chair I have assisted in organizing for all but one of the first assembly days of each club.  I have been 

assisted in this by Muriel Omand-Naylor of the Kitchener-Waterloo club.  I have also initiated contacts with possible 

partners for the destination projects.  The clubs working together have partnered with CARE Canada for their maternal 

care programs in Nicaragua and with The Mennonite Central Committee with the maternal care programs they have 

organized with the government of Haiti and with a new program being established in Swaziland.  Some clubs have found 

their own destination projects.  Clubs are encouraged to only send their kits where there is already an established 

maternal care program.  We want to be sure that the kits will be distributed to needy women, not left sitting in some 

warehouse. 

Many of the Canadian clubs have been sending kits in a combined shipment thus providing a few thousand kits for a 

destination project.   There have been many difficulties with processing the shipments through customs in the 

developing countries and thankfully our partners are not willing to pay bribes. 

Many clubs have plans already for assemblies next year so the process is well underway for the next district co-chair.   

Being able to provide support to the clubs’ birthing kit projects has been facilitated by email.  We have established an 

email group of the district 4 Canadian club birthing kit coordinators.  Whenever there is new information or plans to 

purchase new supplies, we have a direct communication link.  The two-way communication has been very positive and 

frequent. 

2. Encouraging and supporting club service projects focusing on the ZI objects  

There is no question that the clubs want us to do a better job of this.  At the 2009 district conference the Service Co-

chairs led a workshop on this issue.  Workshop participants developed a long list of successful, appropriate club projects 

which was provided to each participant; we know that new ideas are always welcomed.  At the 2011 district conference 

our workshop was focused on birthing kits but at the end we did spend a few moments on club service projects, again 



reminding participants of the importance of focusing on the objects of Zonta and trying to achieve many goals through 

one service project.  Participants again requested that we find a way to share the information about what service 

projects clubs have found successful.  Clubs have not been open to inviting the service co-chair to a club meeting since, 

like goal setting, they don’t seem to find it critical to take club meeting time for such a focus.  As committee co-chairs, 

Marcia Hopper and I thought we had found a way to access this information when the Area Directors agreed to provide 

us with information from their reports to the Governor.  Unfortunately we received information on service projects from 

only two of the six area directors even though we had left the district board meeting with the understanding that the 

information in the reports would be available to us. 

So at this point, I have access only to the information on club events that is sent out by Sandra Cronk and this 

information does not cover any hands-on service projects.   I have been unsuccessful in carrying out the responsibility of 

“With club service committee chairmen, acting as a resource on service.”   I would strongly recommend that in the next 

biennium the Service Committee Co-chair (Canada) establish a communication channel such as an email group with the 

club service committee chairs.   

3. Reports to Zonta International Service Committee 

As District Service Co-chair I am expected to report to the Zonta International Service Committee every three months.  It 

has been very difficult to fully report on club service projects when we have no access to the information.  So I have 

been left to focus on the birthing kit projects in each club and the few service projects that I have heard of through 

informal channels. 

4. Promotes awareness of and support for Zonta International service programs  

Early in the biennium we sent a memo to each club urging providing information to members and urging financial 

contributions by members and clubs to support these programs.  We know that the Ambassadors and the UN 

Committee also have responsibility for similar promotion. 

 

 

This biennium’s work for District 4 in assisting clubs with their birthing kit projects has been very rewarding. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Joan Westcott 


