Zontal nternational
District 4

Advancing the Status of Women Worldwide

COMMITEE CHAIR REPORT TO BOARD
DATE: January 17, 2015 COMMITTEE: UNITED NATIONS

HIGHLIGHTS:
Novembe 12,2014 LedieWright, Zontalntemationd UN Char, mawith5ZontiansinNew Y ork
anddhaaed infameionregadding:
= Novamba 35 UN GenevaNGO Forum. Mgorissuesdsoussed waeVidenceAgang
Womenand RgrodudiveHedth . . . themeis™ Bvay wamen, evay right, evay minute
Bvayoreisregpongble Thetimeisnow.” TheDedaraion and Recommeandaionsimedeasa
readtof theForumaeavalebleat: hitpr/bdjing20ngocsiv-genevadniwvadoressvp:
content/ud ceds2014/12/0utcome- Regpart-fa-NGO-Forumr-OutcomeRecommendetions Nov-6-2014.pdf
Addtiond inffoisavalableat http: //beijing20.ngocsw---geneva.ch
= March9-20,2015- 59" Commisdon on theSatusof Women (CSW) will behdd et theUN,
New Yak. Themanfoousof thesessonwill beontheBejing Dedaration and Ratfamfor
Adion, induding curent ddlengesthet effet itsinmplanentation and theachievamat of gader
equdity andtheeamponvamat of women. March 7 therewill be CSWV traning ebout the UN and
Mach8 NGO CSWV Comatation  Zontawill bearranging adinne and oeskear oneevaning. ..
ddalsavalddedatly. CS/N programinfoisavaladeat
hitp/Avwwv.unwomenorg/avesv/csnvsd-2015
November 13, 2015
15 Zontians from both Canada and the US attended The League of Women V otors of New Y ork
State briefings on “Water for Life’ at the UN Headquarters, New York. Two interesting
speakers:
= Dan Thomas, Senior Communications Officer at the UN and Head of Communications and
Global Mobilization for the UN Secretary Genera’ s Climate Change.
= Nicolas Franke, Associate Expert in Water Poiy, Division of Sustainable Development, UN
Dept for Economic and Socia Affairs. Opening UN Climate change video at
http://seanmunger.com/2014/10/02/make-a-wor|d-of -difference-the-short-powerful -film-on-
climate-change-sol utions-video/
=  Powerful video of young woman Ms. Kathy Jetnil-Kijiner, Civil Society Representative from
the Marshall Islands at the opening of the Climate Summit
2014http://webtv.un.org/search/poem-by-kathy-j etnil-kijiner-climate-summit-2014-opening-
ceremony/3801325925001?term=Cli mate%20Summit%202014& sort=date demonstrates why
Climate change is a cause for concern.
= Didyou know that it takes 2000 gallons of water to provide 1 Ib of beef? Conservation is not
only what we consider but also looking at types of food planting as different crops require
more water.
Overall Zontians enjoyed the UN tour, learning and networking opportunity. We would encourage
members to attend future sessions.

March 8, 2015 — Inter national Women’s Day theme “Make it Happen”
Encourage al Clubs to celebrate and post their events at
http://www.international womensday.com/events.asp#.V L rOprmEjmQ as well
ason the Zonta District 4 website. Resource materials and info available
at http://www.internati onalwomensday.com/
CHALLENGES: Obtaining information from those planning to attend the UN
briefing ... 7 actually completed the on-line survey although 15 were in attendance.

OTHER: Carma Horner has resigned as UN Co-Chair.

Respectfully submitted: Doreen Myers, Chair



