
Lets stop calling it marriage: It’s a crime. 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child, the most widely ratified 
human rights agreement in the world, passed by the United Nations 
General Assembly on 20 Nov 1989 and ratified by 193 State 
parties, states that everyone under the age of 18 (the definition of a 
child), regardless of gender, origin, religion or possible disabilities, 
needs special care and protection because children are often the 
most vulnerable. 

 



New York
          (after 2017)

• < 17 yrs of age, a marriage license cannot 
be issued.

• 17 yrs of age, consent of both parents & 
Family Court judge

• If both applicants are >= 18, no additional 
consent required

Ontario
• Anyone > 16 years old can get 

married. 
• < 18 yrs of age, consent from 

parents or legal guardians. 
Parents or legal guardians must 
also be present when marriage 
licence application is submitted.

Quebec
• > 16 yrs of age
• 16 & 17 yrs of age, permission from a court

Vermont
• > 16 yrs of age
• 16 & 17 yrs of age, consent of 

parent or  guardian who must sign 
affidavit at City/Town Clerk’s office

• No residency requirement

Pennsylvania
• Minimum age 15
• < 18 yrs of age, written approval of a 

judge of the Orphans’ Court Division of 
the Common Pleas and written consent 
of parent or legal guardian.

• Legal age to apply for a marriage license 
in Pennsylvania is 18.

• No residency requirement

Delaware & New Jersey
• Both applicants must be at 

least 18 years of age.

Maryland
• Minimum age 15
• 16 & 17 yrs of age, parent or guardian consent 

or certificate from doctor stating the girl to be 
married is pregnant or has given birth to a child

• 15 yrs of age, parent or guardian consent and 
certificate from doctor stating the girl to be 
married is pregnant or has given birth to a child

• Only a 48 hour waiting period between 
application and license. 

• No residency requirement.

Marriage Requirements in our Region



Unchained at Last requested health department data on the ages of people 
married in New York State, where before the laws change 16- and 17-year-olds 
could wed with “parental consent” and 14- and 15-year-olds could wed with 
judicial approval. The data show that 3,853 children were married between 2000 
and 2010.

New York State data show that in 2011 alone, a 14-year-old married a 26-year-
old, a 15-year-old was wed to a 28-year-old, another 15-year-old was wed to a 
25-year-old and a 15-year-old married someone age “35 to 39.” All of those 
marriages were approved by New York judges.

Health department data on the ages of people married in New Jersey, where 
before the laws were changed 16- and 17-year-olds could wed with parental 
consent, and children under 15 could marry with judicial approval show that 
3,481 children were married in New Jersey between 1995 and 2012. Most were 
age 16 or 17 and married with parental consent, but 163 were between ages 13 
and 15, meaning a judge approved their marriages. Shockingly, 91 percent of the 
children were married to adults, often at ages or with age differences that could 
have triggered statutory-rape charges, not a marriage license.
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Marriage Statistics


